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Thisreport providesasummary of ozonel evels (smog) throughout Indianaduring the 2000 ozone season (May 1
through September 30). Indianahasfour counties designated as nonattainment for the one-hour ozone health
standard of 125 partsper billion (ppb), meaning 125 partsof ozoneinabillion partsof air averaged over one hour.
The USEnvironmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 1997 established anew el ght-hour standard of 85 ppbto
protect the public fromlonger exposureto ozone. An areaexceedsthe standard when the three year average of the
fourth highest 8-hour readingsfrom the highest siteinthe areais85 ppb or greater. Six metropolitan areas of
Indianaareat risk of exceeding the new 8-hour health standard, based on the past 3 years of data. Although the
implementation of the 8-hour standard has been delayed, IDEM iscontinually looking for waysto reduce ozone
andimproveair quality.

IHEIRHA BERRETHENT OF EAVIROMMERTRL MARAGEREHT

IDEM and locdl air agenciescollect datafrom 38 ozone monitorsacross Indianaand onein Michigan. Only one
monitor recorded aone-hour average over 125 ppb during the 2000 ozone season. The Granger monitor in St.
Joseph County recorded aone-hour average of 128 ppb of ozone. The highest 8-hour 0zone concentrationinthe
statewas 103 ppb, recorded at the Michigan City monitor in LaPorte County. The most daysthat 8-hour ozone
averageswereover 85 ppb at asinglemonitor wasfive days. Thesereadings occured at two monitors, onein
Morgan County and onein Posey County. Northwest Indiana s Lake County monitorsin Gary, Hammond, and
Lowell recorded ozonelevelsover 85 ppb 1, 4, and 2 days, respectively. Porter County’ s Ogden Dunes monitor
read ozonelevelsover 85 ppb for 4 days, the Dunes National Lakeshorefor 1 day, and the Val parai so monitor on
3 daysin 2000. Themonitorsin Michigan City and LaPorte each recorded ozonelevelsover 85 ppb on 3 days.

The mapsbelow show whereIDEM and local air agencies placed ozone monitorsfor the 2000 ozone season. The
map on theleft showsthefourth highest 8-hour ozoneleve at each monitor. The map on theright containsthe
number of daysthisyear that ozone valueswere greater than 85 ppb at each monitor.
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8-Hour Ozone Trends for 1997-2000
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Northwest Indiana shighest ozonereadingsgenerally occurred at the Michigan City monitor. Thechart above
illustratesthefour highest 8-hour ozonelevel srecorded at the Michigan City monitor from 1997-2000. The
fourth highest concentrationsfrom the highest sitein an areaarethe valuesused for determining if anareaisin
attainment of the ozone health standard. EPA indi cated that nonattainment designationsfor the 8-hour standard
will likely be based on 1998-2000 data. L ake
Northwest Indiana 2000 Ozone Values and Porter Countiesare currently designated
1-Hour Maximum Readings severe nonattainment for the 1-hour standard.
At thetimeof these counitiesweredesignated
nonattainment, monitorsrecorded morethan
three ozone readingsof 125 ppb or more over
athreeyear period. However, air quaility in
Northwest IN hasimproved. Themaptothe
left showsthe highest ozonereadingsin 2000
for Northwest IN, none of which exceeded
125 ppb. Nonattainment areas may be
required to reduce pollutionfromcars,
factories, fuels, power plants, and consumer
productsto help reduce ozonelevels. IDEM,
working withloca communities, isdeveloping
aplanto bring thisareainto compliancewith
the ozone hedlth standard.

Ozone Values in part per billion (ppb)
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What Can You Do?

1. Get activein ozone planning for your community. Contact the Partnersfor Clean Air to
receivelocal information about taking aproactive approach to reduce ozoneand improveair quality inyour
area. Call (800) 451-5983 for moreinformation on how to get involved.

2. Get in theknow about ozonelevels. During ozone season, listen or watch for Ozone Action Day
information onyour local radio and TV stations. You can even get daily ozonereadings, forecasts, and monitor
datafrom Indiana s Smog Watch web site. Seethe Smog Watch Web site at http:// Alert
www.state.in.us/idem/oam/smog or call our toll-free Smog Watch Forecast Lineat Warning
(800) 631-2871 from May through September. )

Caution

' d
3. Reduceyour impact. Rideshare; fill up the car or mow your lawn after dusk; RIS

and goinsidethebank or restaurant instead of using thedrive-thru. By making these ;
effortsyou can hel p reduce your impact on high ozonedays. For moreinformation on e Av
Indiana sground-level ozone monitoring or voluntary reductionsprograms, contact

OAQ Outreach at (800) 451-6027. O.
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